
* * *!
Seeking Disturbing Wisdom!

* * *!!
I have something to say to you.!!
That's how I feel about the privilege I have of doing 
the work that leads to my standing here presuming to 
teach a smart and intellectual group like you anything: 
I have something to say. It is not, OMG I have to say 
something next week in Ordinary Life. I get to do this.!!
We are beginning our journey into the teachings of the 
radical mystic Jesus by exploring his teachings as 
found in the Gospel of Thomas. Let’s get going:!!

* * *!!
The seeker should not stop until he finds. When he does 
find, he will be disturbed. After having been 
disturbed, he will be astonished. Then he will reign 
over everything.!

* * *!!
The process of spiritual work is to seek, find, be 
disturbed, be astonished and, then, gain some mastery.!!
This is not the way most of us have heard this 
teaching. Usually, it is just “seek and you will find.” 
The implication is a happy ending. If, you have enough 
faith, pray hard enough or are a member of the correct 
group. This, I think, is one of the reasons - not the 
only one to be sure! - that people give up on any 
spiritual path. "I tried it and it didn't work."!!
We receive this wisdom teaching from Jesus so that puts 
us in the arena of Christianity to do our searching. 



What, however, is that arena? Much, much larger than 
most of us have been led to believe. Let's look at it.!!
First, we are going to seek within the arena of the 
Christian tradition. Then, in the world in which we 
live. Not the arenas of church and cosmos in which we 
think we live but the one where we actually live and 
move and have our being, as Paul puts it.!!
After the execution of Jesus and the experience of 
resurrection, individuals and groups of people were 
transformed by their experience. Communities exploded 
into existence that were marked by love and joy and 
fearlessness and forgiveness and generosity. They had 
had it with Roman intimidation and declared to one 
another and, more importantly, to Rome that it was not 
Caesar who was the divine son of God, bringer of peace 
on earth but, rather, it was to Jesus that they gave 
those titles. Many of them got executed for their 
refusal to bow to Caesar. If they did give allegiance 
to Caesar, they became Roman citizens with all the 
privileges pertaining to such, including paying taxes 
to keep Caesar's war machine going. If they didn't, 
they got executed just like Jesus.!!
In spite of this, these communities continued to grow 
and multiply. One of the main reasons for this was the 
teaching and preaching of Paul. Who himself never met 
Jesus and doesn't quote him. Paul is himself a mystic 
and, we'll get to this later, caused the movement to 
grow and flourish by beginning communities that 
restored dignity to people.!!
At this time there was no single storyline about Jesus. 
Indeed, we now know that there were many takes on his 
life. Consequently, there were different understandings 
of what it meant to be a follower of Jesus. There was 
no uniformity. There was just, from group to group, 



joy, peace, fearlessness, sharing and the like. People 
gathered and replicated what they understood him to do 
the night before he was executed and that is to share a 
meal together.!!
This went on for over 200 years. In the early part of 
the fourth century, Constantine declared that those who 
were followers of "the way," now called Christians, had 
to get their act together because he was going to make 
their religion the religion of the Roman Empire. 
Actually, this was his mother's idea but he had the 
power to make it happen because he was the emperor.!!
By this time, the Christian movement had grown to the 
point that leaders had developed, prominent 
spokespeople. It was this leadership Constantine called 
together to come up with a single statement of belief 
that everyone had to agree with. Thus, we have the 
Apostles' Creed.!!
There were Christian groups all over thanks, largely, 
to the work of Paul. Delegates were sent to the meeting 
place and, just as in politics today, deals were made. 
"If you give me 10,000 shekels, I'll vote for you to be 
the head guy." In the end the place with the most money 
got the position of most power. That's why Rome became 
the seat of power for the church and we have “the Roman 
Catholic Church.”!!
So, all these guys - you didn't think there were any 
women involved in this did you? - return home from the 
First Christian Convention and tell people, "It's okay 
to be a Christian now. In fact, it's required." Titus 
the Pagan says, "What do you mean 'required'?" "What 
about 'required' don't you understand?" "Well," says 
Titus, "I'm perfectly fine going to the First Temple of 
Diana. Besides, they have better coffee." "In that 
case, Titus, I'm afraid I can't have anything further 



to do with you. You can't borrow my lawnmower anymore, 
come to our BBQs, or marry my daughter. In fact, we are 
going to have to have you killed."!!
We should not be to hard on these folks. Just a little 
over a hundred years ago Christians in this country 
owned and used slaves. Women have been excluded or 
marginalized from the beginning. Today gays and 
lesbians are, for the most part, excluded - certainly 
from places of leadership. All of this in a religion 
where Paul said there was to be no distinctions made 
and Jesus invited all to his table. Especially the 
marginalized.!!
That early formation of the church took its cue for 
organization and titles directly from the Roman 
government and also, with this power, came the abuse of 
power. Following Constantine's desire for uniformity, 
expressions of the faith that differed from "majority 
vote" were labeled heretical and you know what we 
Christians do with those we consider heretical. We kill 
them in one way or another. Thus developed what 
scholars refer to as "imperial Christianity."!!
A couple of important dates to keep in mind: 
Constantine decriminalized Christianity in 313, made 
Christianity the official religion of the empire in 
380. It wasn't until 365 that the twenty-seven writings 
that make up what is called The New Testament were 
agreed upon. Up until then, lots of diversity, lots of 
different stories, beliefs and practices.!!
Not all people agreed with what was going on. Some 
refused to go with the program. Some withdrew and 
created monastic communities away from the influence of 
"imperial Christianity." Some became what we refer to 
now as the "Desert Fathers." There were also "Desert 
Mothers.” These were hermits, ascetics, monks and 



others who withdrew to places like Egypt. We know this 
because we have their writings and they did this in the 
fourth century.!!
There have been two splits that have affected how we 
think about and practice our religion. The first one 
occurred right at this point. It was the split between 
politics and religion. If Christianity is the official 
religion of the empire and Christians are now protected 
by the empire, Christians cannot be critical of the 
empire. The church largely lost its prophet voice at 
that time. Now, the struggle for the church is to see 
if it can remain relevant to the world in which we 
live.!!
The other important split occurred in the 16th century 
when, as a result of the work of Galileo, Kepler and 
Copernicus, it was discovered that the sun, not the 
earth, was the center of our solar system. This gave us 
the unfortunate split between science and religion 
which has robbed our religion of mystery.!!
These two splits caused, among other things, people to 
have beliefs - at least to say they have things they 
believe - that they don't honor. My son told me that he 
heard a hip young visiting minister give a sermon in 
which he asked the question, "How many of you believe 
that one of Jesus' prime purposes was to be with and 
help the poor? To feed the hungry, help the homeless?" 
Every hand in the place went up. Then he ask, "How many 
of you have had a helpful conversation or shared a meal 
with a homeless person this week?" Not so many hands. 
That preacher didn't get invited back. We all have 
beliefs we don't honor. Got to wonder about those 
beliefs.!!
One of the things that happened when all this official 
stuff was going was that those in power decided that 



some of the writings had to go. So, they destroyed 
them. History is largely written from the perspective 
of the winners. Not all the writings were destroyed. 
Some were hidden away later to be discovered. Scholars 
knew that there had to be writings that we didn't have 
because Matthew and Luke, who never met, had the same 
Jesus sayings and stories. Where did they get them? The 
scholars hypothesized that there was a source and that 
is what they called it "Source." Actually, they called 
it "Q" which is the letter the German word for "source" 
begins with.!!
Then, over fifty years ago now, an essential piece of 
the puzzle was found. A complete version of the Gospel 
of Thomas was found. It is written in Coptic. Scholars 
knew there was a Gospel of Thomas. It is written about 
in other writings. They didn't have it. Now we do.!!
The Gospel of Thomas contains 114 sayings of Jesus that 
present to us a very different view of Jesus than most 
of us have been exposed to.!!
We are going to do our seeking within these teachings.!!
The other place where we have to seek for wisdom is 
outside the confines of the way we think it is. This 
makes most people uncomfortable. We like for things, 
and people, to stay in the boxes we have for them.!!
You know when you go to church, or come here, you have 
a place you like to sit. If sometime you're running a 
bit late and arrive and see someone sitting in the 
place where you like to sit, the response is, "They got 
my seat."!!
What is it that we seek?!!



Jesus assumes in this teaching that the seeking is 
going to result in being disturbed. At least initially. 
We all want to be comforted because we all suffer. 
However, the way we find comfort causes us, usually to 
stop seeking. The seeking of most people certainly 
doesn’t seem to bring real comfort. If what we are 
wanting is to feel good, we'll stop when we get there. 
If what we want is the truth, that's something else.!!
Jesus got captured by "Imperial Christianity" and his 
captors have been reluctant to this very day to let him 
go. What has been created is a religion that for most 
people is fear based and boring, not interesting. You 
know that the history of religion, not just of 
Christianity but this is certainly true of 
Christianity, the history of religion and the history 
of violence, division and exclusion are the same. Where 
is the good news in that? By the beginning of the 10th 
century Imperial Christianity said to those who lived 
under their domination, "You have three choices: you 
can convert to Christianity, you can leave the country, 
we will kill you." Where is the good news in that.!!
What we are seeking is the truth that will lead us to 
have union with God.!!
This is tough for a multitude of reasons.!!
For one thing, a lot of people are frightened by "the 
truth."!!
So, let's talk about "truth." Especially the truth 
about God.!!
I have grown reluctant to use the word "God" because 
that very word conjures up so many unhelpful images. 
Most people, when they are asked to think of God, think 
of God sitting somewhere. He is always a He and he is 



white and he has a long beard and flowing robes and all 
the things an imperial God is supposed to have as 
conceived of by humans. God made us in his own image. 
We returned the favor.!!
I took this picture of God in Italy last year. Our 
guide assured me that is who this is. (Photographs of 
these things can be found on the presentation slides on 
the Ordinary Life website.)!!
Let me give you an example about how duality works when 
it comes to be a spiritual teacher.!!
I am always somewhat reluctant to say what I do when 
I'm in a new group of people. That trip to Italy serves 
as a good example. I am so grateful to my beautiful 
bride that she arranges for us to travel to all these 
wonderful places. This year we went to France and Spain 
on the Pilgrimage trip. Last year we went to the Lake 
District in Northern Italy with a group called the 
Roads Scholars. We saw some interesting things. A 
street magician. The place where the Council of Trent 
met, a very important counter movement in the Roman 
Church to the Protestant Reformation, a winery where in 
addition to the usual winery-like things you can see, 
there were wine pumps much like gas pumps and a 
photograph of John baptizing Jesus. Well, maybe not an 
actual photograph.!!
When I am in a group like that I am very reluctant to 
tell people I am a minister, clergyman, spiritual 
teacher, pastor, psychotherapist or any of those 
labels. So many assumptions get projected onto me, or 
any one, when those labels are used.!!
But because I am enthusiastic about those matters you 
just saw - magic, religion, wine, spirituality - it 
eventually comes out.!



!
I can almost guarantee you that eventually it will lead 
to personal conversations. If it is in response to the 
psychology aspect, the conversation will usually begin, 
"I have a friend . . ."!!
If it is in response to the religious/spiritual aspect, 
I will hear one of two things. One is some version of, 
"You don't really believe in all the God stuff stuff do 
you? I mean, miracles and the like?”!!
The other is, on hearing what I teach and am interested 
in, "Well, you believe in God, don't you?"!!
What does any of that mean? I do or don't believe in 
the Bible. I do or don't believe in Jesus. Believe in 
Jesus what?!!
On the one side it is as if people are fearful that 
I've lost my mind.!!
On the other, it is as if people are fearful that I've 
lost my faith.!!
Both "mind" and "faith" meaning however the person 
asking the question defines those words.!!
I think the church is becoming increasingly irrelevant 
to a growing number of people because, with few 
exceptions, the church has either gone along with the 
two tragic splits I mentioned and/or has been afraid to 
keep up with "the truth.”!!
A little over ten years ago as I was standing at my 
door assignment speaking to people as they left one of 
the worship services here, a woman said to me, "Well, 
I'll see you next Sunday." I said, "No, I won't be here 
next week. I'll be attending a meeting of the Jesus 



Seminar in New York." I was so excited about going. Her 
response was, "Oh, I wouldn't do that. Aren't you 
afraid it might disturb your faith?"!!
If your faith is threatened by something that is true, 
then it isn’t much of a faith to begin with.!!
Maybe that is exactly the point of Jesus teaching. To 
get us to move into an ever and increasingly larger 
world.!!
So to repeat: God seems to be more and more a 
reflection of whoever it is that happens to be talking 
about God at the moment. The fact is that we can't 
apprehend God.!!
This is what I have to tell you.!!
God ain't back there.!!
Most people have - because this is the dominant 
theological system of the monotheistic religions - 
Judaism, Islam and Christianity - a view of God who is 
angry, hateful and just waiting to judge us. Though God 
commanded us to love our neighbors and Jesus said it 
was the second most important thing to do, evidently 
God has a hard time doing this. This theology not only 
makes people miserable but it is just not interesting.!!
It is true that God is here and we are in God. This is 
largely what Christian mysticism is all about. Paul is 
full of this kind of teaching. Over a hundred and fifty 
times he talks about the importance of being "in 
Christ."!!
Mostly, however, God is out there in ways we have been 
unable to even imagine until this present generation. 
God, just like the cosmos that God is, wants to pull us 



forward into greater peace, love, justice, honesty, 
compassion and joy. The phrase "to reign over 
everything" is a Jewish way of saying "to enter into 
rest." That is what eternal life is. Eternal life is 
not eternal sleep but rest. This is what is meant by 
Nirvana. An exhalation of breath.!!
We just back from this wonderful conference in New 
Mexico where we heard Richard Rohr, Rob Bell and Dr. 
Ilio Delio.!!
I have long considered Richard Rohr one of my spiritual 
teachers and I quote him often in here. At this 
conference what Rohr did was to talk extensively about 
faith and personal development using the model of 
Spiral Dynamics. If we don't move beyond the "red" and 
"blue" level and grow into more and more non-duality we 
are going to continue to live in a world defined by 
tribalism.!!
Rohr said that we have to have a God that is at least 
as large as our growing understanding of cosmology and 
we largely don't and haven't. What we have had is 
largely a problem solving god.!!
He said that our image of God has largely been 
influenced in Western theology for the last 800 years 
not by Jesus but by Dante which has left us with a 
threatening God and a non-friendly universe. The 
concept of hell, by the way, is not in the Pentateuch, 
not in Paul, not in John. So that any notion of 
intimate union with God, which is what mysticism is, is 
beyond the minds of most people.!!
Research shows that the majority of our culture, 
especially those in places of power, influence and 
leadership, functions at low levels of dualism.!!



What transforms us is the experience, not the 
information, that we all come from the same place.!!
The second speaker at this conference was Rob Bell. I 
have to confess that I was not initially excited when I 
found out he was going to be one of what Rohr refers to 
as "master teachers." I had read several of Bell's 
books and had listened to hours of the podcasts of his 
sermons when he was pastor of mega-church Mars Hill in 
Grand Rapids. I referred to him in here when I was 
doing the series on resurrection and the piece about 
hell. He had written a book called "Love Wins" and as a 
result of that got crucified by his church members who 
wanted there to be a hell of eternal punishment rather 
than a totally inclusive and loving God. Evangelical 
Christians, at least those who thought they were in his 
camp, said and did hateful things about and to him.!!
Was I wrong. He spoke to us an entire day. He was 
energetic, funny, smart, compassionate, truth-speaking, 
biblically brilliant.!!
You know how we sometimes ask someone, "Where are you 
coming from?" In essence that was what Bell's entire 
three major presentations were about. Where are you 
coming from?!!
We come from God. Right? Well, is the source, the 
engine of the universe violent and destructive? Or, is 
it overflowing joy and creativity?!!
We also spent a day with Sister Ilia Delio. Or, perhaps 
more accurately and inclusively, I should say Dr. Ilia 
Delio. !!
OMG! This woman is amazing. An amazingly brilliant 
person and a very good speaker. She offered us an 
overwhelming amount of information.!



!
(Here is a link to her and I encourage you to look her 
up on You Tube - http://francis.edu/ilia-delio/ )!!
Her academic credentials and awards for her work are 
abundant. Her presentation was mostly about our 
universe being so big that we can't conceive of it.!!
When I was a little guy, we knew that the earth went 
around the sun. We knew that 11, now 10, other planets 
went around the sun as well. We knew that our sun was 
one of the stars in the Milky Way. We thought there 
might be several million stars in the universe. But, it 
was still pretty much all about us. We lived, and most 
still think we do, in a Newtonian Universe of cause and 
effect, very mechanistic.!!
(An aside: I tried and tried to find a text book that 
was used in grammar or junior high or high school from 
the late 1940s and was not able to do so. If any of you 
has one that shows what was being taught about this 
sort of thing, I’d love to see it.)!!
Now, with the discoveries made over the last relatively 
few years, we know that astronomers estimate that the 
observable universe has more than 100 billion galaxies. 
Our own Milky Way is home to around 300 billion stars. 
The radius of the observable universe is somewhere 
around 13.7 billion light-years.!!
(Here one link to this astounding information http://
www.space.com/26078-how-many-stars-are-there.html )!!
All of this stuff is moving out, expanding at 
incredible speeds.!!
It gets weirder. The stuff that makes this up, and they 
are discovering some smaller pieces all the time, is 

http://francis.edu/ilia-delio/
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mostly made up of empty space. Dr. Delio said that if 
you took all the empty space out of the atoms that make 
up our world, it would be the size of a sugar cube. But 
it would be really, really heavy.!!
Now there are several things to say about these 
findings.!!
For one thing, we are the first generation in the 
history of the world to know this.!!
For another, our minds can't conceive it. We cannot 
conceive how big it is or how tiny.!!
Another, and perhaps the most important, it is all 
energy and the stuff that makes up all that is anywhere 
and everywhere is in a dance with each other. We are 
all connected to everything and every one. You put all 
these things together - new, unknowable, energy, 
interconnectedness - and what you have on your hands is 
mystery and the miraculous.!!
It is into this mystery, this miraculous - because that 
is who we are, it is our true identity - that Jesus 
invites us. It is in this realm of the 
incomprehensible, as constantly disturbing as it might 
be, that we will find our rest.!!
The question of faith is: do we trust that what is at 
the heart of it is friendly? That's spiritual faith, 
that's the mystical journey.!!
One of my favorite writers and theologians is Frederick 
Buechner. Here is something he said:!!
"The common view is that life itself, whatever life is, 
does not care one way or another, any more than the 
ocean cares whether we swim in it or drown in it. In 



honesty one has to admit that a great deal of the 
evidence supports such a view. But rightly or wrongly, 
the Christian faith flatly contradicts it. To say that 
God is Spirit is to say that life DOES care, that the 
life-giving power that life itself comes from is not 
indifferent as to whether we sink or swim. IT WANTS US 
TO SWIM."!!
Dive in.!!
No matter where you go this week, no matter what 
happens, remember this: you carry precious cargo. So, 
watch your step.


