
 

 

Dsialogue between Holly & Cleve for July 28th 

 

I am so grateful for all of you who are here - whether in person or via the pajama crew. 

As usual, I’d like to say “No matter who you are, or where you are on your spiritual 

journey...you are welcome here.” 

 

 

I suppose I should be saying the REVEREND Doctor Cleve Tinsley IV, for he is both. 

I’ve come to know Cleve through my participation in Project Curate over the last couple 

of years. He and Matt Russell are two of the leaders. Cleve is a brilliant voice who 

works toward equity and justice in the religious, communal, and academic sectors. I 

listen to Cleve speak and I know I am in the presence of a prophetic voice. His bio 

speaks for itself - a Princeton Divinity degree, a doctorate from Rice - but what I am 

coming to love most is the quality of his heart, the strength of his integrity. I’m honored 

to sit up here today with Cleve as we dialogue about Love in Action - a fitting follow up 

to the topic of “Fierce Love” I spoke about last week.  

 

1) First I would love for you to give us a little bit about your background. Do your 

spiritual beliefs drive the work you do? More importantly, what are your spiritual beliefs 

or values and how do you define them in the context of your work? 

 

2) I think a good thing that has come out of the current social and political climate is that 

more issues and voices have arisen, but it leaves a lot of folks - maybe especially white 

folks who have been shaken awake - a little unsure of how to be an intentional, honest 

ally. Can we talk a little bit about what it means to be an ally? Can you frame it in the 

context of friendship vs. solidarity? I loved y’alls podcast by the way - the link is here for 

those of you interested in listening. 

 

{SLIDE of podcast link} 



 

 

 

3) Martin Luther King popularized the saying, “The arc of the moral universe is long, but 

it bends toward justice.” Do you have this hope? Where do you experience justice? 

 

4) From a cosmological view, I’ve talked often in the last few weeks about three 

principles of universe formation: differentiation, specification, and communion. These 3 

things are true in every facet of being. The human body is a good example - each part 

of our body is unique, and has a specific function, but to keep us alive, all these 

differentiated parts must work in union.  

Communion is not kumbaya, but the idea that all things are indeed linked and must 

work together in order to keep the system moving. Given this theory of communion as a 

law of nature, how do you think this relates to living in community? 

 

5) One of my favorite mystical scientist, Pierre Teilhard de Chardin, asserted that the 

more diversity or complexity in a system, the greater the unity. Diversity (or 

differentiation) essentially is an ingredient of communion. Again, I point to the human 

body. Another of my favorite thinkers, Lady Anne Conway of the 1600’s, speculated 

about a fundamental kinship between all things. This idea is, I think, is in part what 

drives me to participate in seeking equity and justice.  Socially, differentiation is 

diversity, and communion is inclusion. I’ve gotten a little tired of the word “diversity.” 

Houston boasts being the most diverse city in the country...but where is economic 

equity and full social inclusion? Even though diversity is an ingredient of communion or 

inclusion, it is only the tip of the iceberg, so to speak. What do you see as the difference 

between diversity and inclusion?  

 


