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Topic: Radical Hospitality 

 

Justice For Our Neighbors Houston, is a Methodist social justice 

ministry that provides low-income immigrants, refugees and asylum-

seekers with affordable, high-quality legal immigration services and 

engages in immigration education and advocacy. 

 

We work with God’s children who are trying to live legally in the 

United States, to help them feel at home here and feel welcome – 

something very hard without legal immigration status. 

 

The issue of immigration is complex – on the political side.  But as Christ 

followers, immigration is about obeying the Biblical teaching of 

welcoming the stranger. This is Radical Hospitality. 

 

What Is Radical Hospitality? 

Greek term 'philoxenia.' Philoxenia, often translated as 'hospitality, or 

guest friendly' but it is a compound word and it literally means 'to love 

the stranger.'  

 

• Radical hospitality is about caring enough for one another that 

we are willing to sacrifice deeply on the other's behalf  

 

• Radical hospitality says I welcome you even though you are 

different than me. 

 

• Radical Hospitality in this context, begins with us trying to 

imagine the fear and hopelessness that causes someone to leave 

their home and embark on the journey of finding a new home, 

knowing fully well the dangers involved in such an expedition. 
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Mariela’s Story 

I would like to share with you the story of Mariela, a single mom from 

Guatemala.  After being brutally assaulted by members of a violent 

gang, Mariela fled Guatemala with her four young children, seeking 

asylum in the United States. Upon entering the US she and her children 

were detained by Border Patrol agents and immigration removal 

proceedings began for her and her children.  Mariela was lucky, she was 

released while waiting for her hearing date instead of being held in 

immigration detention. While walking home from work one-night 

Mariela was sexually assaulted by a man on the street.  Her attacker 

told her if she reported the crime she and her children would be 

deported.  Mariela stayed silent.  She couldn’t risk being deported. Her 

life and the lives of her children depended on her staying here.  Nine 

months after the attack Mariela gave birth to her fifth child.   

 

Eventually, Mariela and her young children found refuge in a local 

women’s shelter.  The social workers learned what had happened to 

Mariela and encouraged her to file a police report. After visiting with 

two other non-profits, Mariela finally arrived at JFON Houston and 

thanks to the support of churches like St. Paul’s and people like you, 

we are able to provide the legal help for Mariela and her children to 

apply for asylum and for a U Visa – a visa that provides temporary 

immigration status to immigrants who have been victims of certain 

crimes.  If granted asylum or the U Visa Mariela and her children will be 

on the road to citizenship.  Maria lives with hope thanks to the 

generosity of strangers. 

 

Maya’s Story 
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Another life that has been changed because of the generosity of 

strangers is the life of Maya.  Maya lived in Mexico with her husband.  

He was abusive in every way imaginable.  He beat her until she bled. 

Maya lived her life covered in bruises.  Maya had no access to help or 

money to divorce her husband.  One day her husband filed for divorce 

and because Maya had no access to an attorney in Mexico, her husband 

was granted full custody of their children.  Maya’s abuse didn’t stop 

because of the divorce.  She was scared for her life.  Maya came to 

JFON Houston asking for help to find safety legally in the United States.  

She is now living in Houston legally, has a job and is hoping to be 

reunited with her children soon.  

 

How did Maya escape her daily abuse?  How has Maya gone from living 

in the shadows to making plans for her future?  Hope was given to 

Maya through RADICAL HOSPITALITY.  Maya received help because of 

the people like you choose to love the stranger they didn’t know by 

making a financial contribution to our work.  

 

Critical Part You Play 

As you consider the critical part you play in this radical hospitality 

movement, please know we are asking you to give hope to immigrants 

who are trying to comply with the law.  They want to have jobs, pay 

taxes and be part of their communities.   

 

Will you consider being a part of this radical hospitality that God is 

calling us to do?   

1. Take the time to get to know a stranger and help that stranger 

feel hope.  You can do that in your church, in your neighborhood 

or by calling our office to Volunteer! 
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2. Another way you can get involved is to join us on September 22 at 

the University of Houston campus for the Run Houston race. For 

more info on the race visit our website at jfonhouston.org 

 

3. Make a financial donation. 

 
 


