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Once upon a time . . .
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"It is a truth universally 
acknowledged that a single man 
in possession of a good fortune 
must be in want of a wife.”!

- Jane Austin, Pride and 
Prejudice
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"It was the best of times, it was the worst 
of times. It was the age of wisdom, it was 
the age of foolishness. It was the epoch of 
belief, it was the epoch of incredulity. It 
was the season of Light, it was the season 
of Darkness. It was the spring of hope, it 
was the winter of despair.”!

- Charles Dickens, A Tale of Two Cities
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"Happy families are all alike; 
every unhappy family is 
unhappy in its own way.”!

Leo Tolstoy, Anna Karenia
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"You don't know about me without 
you have read a book by the name of 
The Adventures of Tom Sawyer, but 
that ain't no matter. That book was 
made by Mr. Mark Twain, and he 
told the truth, mainly.”!

Mark Twain, The Adventures of 
Huckleberry Finn
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"All children, except one, 
grow up.”!

James Barrie, Peter Pan
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"It was a bright, cold day in 
April, and the clocks were 
striking thirteen.”!

George Orwell, 1984
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"A story has no beginning or 
end; arbitrarily one chooses the 
moment of experience from 
which to look back or from 
which to look ahead.”!

Graham Greene, The End of 
the Affair
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"It was a queer, sultry 
summer, the summer they 
electrocuted the Rosenbergs, 
and I didn't know what I was 
doing in New York.”!

Sylvia Plath, The Bell Jar
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"Mr. and Mrs. Dursley of 
number four Privet Drive were 
proud to say that they were 
perfectly normal, thank you 
very much.”!

- J.K. Rowling, Harry Potter and 
the Philosopher’s Stone
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"I still remember when my 
father took me to the 
Cemetery of Forgotten 
Books for the first time.”!

- Carlos Ruiz Zafon, The 
Shadow of the Wind
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"First the colors.  
Then the humans. 
That's how I usually see things. 
Or at least, how I try.  
*** HERE IS A SMALL FACT *** 
You are going to die.”!

- Markus Zusak, The Book Thief
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“Since many have undertaken to set down 
an orderly account of the events that have 
been fulfilled among us, just as they were 
handed on to us by those who from the 
beginning were eyewitnesses and servants of 
the word, I too decided, after investigating 
everything carefully from the very first, to 
write an orderly account for you . . .”!

- The Gospel of Luke
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THE FIRST 
CHRISTMAS

Part One
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Cultural Osmosis!
The religion of one’s 

youth!
Movies, television and 

novels
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Matthew’s Story
Mary gets pregnant!
Angel speaks to Joseph!
Wise men go to a house in Bethlehem 
where Mary and Joseph live!
Herod fears the worst and kills children!
Joseph flees to Egypt!
After Herod’s death they return to 
Nazareth
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Luke’s Story
Angel makes announcements to Elizabeth 
and Mary!

Augustus decrees a census!

Joseph goes to Bethlehem!

Mary gives birth in a stable!

They stay in Bethlehem for circumcision 
and presentation!

They return home to Nazareth
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Why were these stories 
important to Matthew and 

Luke?!

What kind of stories are 
they?
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Are these stories factually 
true?!

Or, are they fables?
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How do we know what we 
know?!

What is true?
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Google fields 40,000 searches per 
second.
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FACT FUNDAMENTALISM
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Mystery is infinitely knowable.
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What does the story mean?
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Jesus told parables.!

Jesus’ followers told 
parables about Jesus.
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Who is really “King of the 
Jews?”!

Who brings peace on earth?!

What is the light of the world?!

Where do we find the fulfillment 
of God’s dream for humanity?
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No matter where you go this 
week, no matter what 

happens, remember this: you 
carry precious cargo. So, 

watch your step.


