
Ordinary Life

No matter who you are, 
no matter where you are 

on your spiritual 
journey, you are 
welcome here.
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Today we are in the midst 
of a paradigm shift more 

relationally significant than 
even the Copernican 

Revolution and its further 
developments.
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This is the shift from 
perceiving the Universe 

mechanistically, as a lifeless 
“it” made by an otherworldly 
Supreme Being, to seeing the 

Universe as a creative 
revelation of divinity - as a 

“Thou” deserving our 
reverence.
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We have to look at what it is 
that has been held as true so 
that we can replace it with 

wiser and more useful 
knowledge, information, 

wisdom and understanding.
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Reality is my God. 

Evidence is my Scripture. 

Big History is my Creation Story. 

Ecology is my theology. 

Integrity is my salvation. 

Doing what I can to foster a just and 
healthy future for all is my mission.
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People don’t change 
either their religious 
or political beliefs 

easily.
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“the great turning” 

“paradigm shift” 

“axial age” 

“the age of 
enlightenment”
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What does it mean to 
be a person of faith in 

this era? 
What in this era does it 
mean to be a person of 

faith?
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A paradigm shift is like 
moving to a new continent 
where one must learn an 
entirely new language, 

customs and ways of doing 
things.
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What is true? What 
is our authority? 
What does it 
mean to be a 
“Christian”?
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There is no issue that 
divides “Christians” more 

than how the Bible is 
viewed.
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Some see the Bible 
as -

A divine product with 
divine authority. “God 
wrote it.” 

A human response to 
Sacred Mystery. “Our 
spiritual photo album.” 
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What do progressives not get about us? 
For starters, we believe the Scriptures 
really are the word of God. When a 

pastor holds up a Bible in church and 
says, “The word of God for the people of 
God,” we don’t cross our fingers behind 
our backs, roll our eyes, or snicker when 

we respond, “Thanks be to God.” We 
honestly believe the Scriptures are “God-
breathed” and, therefore, authoritative 

for our lives.
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We change not in order 
to “stay alive” but in 

order to be “in integrity,” 
to live in accordance 
with “what is,” with 
“reality,” with God.
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Again the anger of the Lord 
burned against Israel, and 
he incited David against 

them, saying, “Go and take 
a census of Israel and 

Judah.” 
Satan rose up against Israel 
and incited David to take a 

census.
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Evolution is a 
significant and vital 
theological concept.
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His disciples 
called what 
he taught, 

“Good News!”


